Interactive session on
“Changing face of Indian School Education : Current Trends & Way Forward”
with Chief Guest : Shri Anil Swarup, IAS, Secretary, Department of School
Education & Literacy, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of
India
on Saturday, 02 December 2017 at 3.00 pm at Pine Hall, The Park Hotel, Kolkata

PRESS RELEASE

Merchants’ Chamber of Commerce & Industry organized an Interactive Session
on ‘“Changing face of Indian School Education : Current Trends & Way
Forward” with Shri Anil Swarup, IAS, Secretary, Department of School Education
& Literacy, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India as the
Chief

Guest

today.

Charting out the activities on a pan India basis, including schools of Jammu &
Kaskmir, the Secretary, School Education & Literacy stressed on the importance of
ideation, replication and scaling up of new models in the education system. He
referred to a digital school conceptualized by Shri Sandip Goond in Maharashtra and
said that 60,000 schools have replicated the model. He also mentioned about the
Akshaya Patra, an NGO run mid day meal, which had scaled up from providing
wholesome mid day meal from 1.5 miillion to 3 million children within a year. He also
urged

the

state

Governments

to

replicate

and

scale

up

projects.

He urged that teacher training programmes were of utmost importance, as teachers
were pivots of the system. He spoke about programmes with focus on pre – service
training, selection process, post – service training and continuous training. He
mentioned that all 16,000 colleges providing B.Ed degrees were asked to provide
affidavits, out of which 12,000 responded and 4,000 dropped out. He also found that
in spite of all the initiatives, 11 lakh teachers were not trained at all and were given a
last opportunity to attend a training course. He spoke about a web based platform
where teachers could upload their videos and get the videos rated in order to avoid
information

overload.

Stressing on PPP models in school education, he referred to a website Shala

Sharthi, where all the NGOs and CSR funding agencies could come forward for
funding

and

monitoring

the

activities

of

schools.

He found it difficult to legislate uniform laws all over India as the states have
divergent conditions. He felt that no legislation could solve the private tuition
menace.

The Session was chaired by Shri Hemant Bangur, Immediate Past President, MCCI
and was also addressed by Swami Vedapurushanandaji Maharaj, Principal,
Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, Narendrapur and Shri Joseph Mathew, Director,
Indus Valley World School. The Session ended with a hearty Vote of Thanks by Shri
Samir Saraff, Chairman, Education Standing Committee, MCCI.
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