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Shri Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI in his welcome 
address highlighted that West Bengal is renowned 
for its fisheries activities, a ‘Sunrise Sector’, that has 
seen a double-digit annual growth of over 10% in 
2021-22, supporting around 1.7 million people, 
including marginalized and vulnerable communities 
in our society. 

While speaking on the livestock sector of India, Shri 
Bajoria informed that the total milk production in the 
country has witnessed a remarkable growth of 
22.81% during 2022-23.

Shri Amit Kumar Saraogi, Chairman, Council on 
Animal Husbandry & Fisheries, MCCI in his address 
informed that the fisheries sector in West Bengal 
contributes around 5.55% to the agricultural Gross 
State Domestic Product (GSDP) and employs 
around 1.7% of the state’s population.

In the context of the livestock sector, Shri Saraogi 
said that Livestock provides livelihood to two-thirds 
of the rural community. It employs about 8.8% of the 
population in India.

Shri Swapan Debnath, Hon'ble Minister of Animal 
Resources Development, Government of West 
Bengal in his address mentioned that the 
Department of Animal Resources Development has 
introduced a Special Incentive Scheme to encourage 
private entrepreneurs to set up Commercial Layer 
Poultry Farms as well as Poultry Breeding Farms for 
increasing commercial egg production in the State. 
The goal is to create employment opportunities in 
rural areas and make the State self-sufficient in egg 

production by December 2024. 

West Bengal is the second-highest egg producer in 
India and the annual growth rate during the previous 
year was 20%. However, West Bengal requires 1440 
cr. eggs annually while the annual egg production is 
around 1372 cr. The state needs to increase egg 
production by about 64-67 cr. to become 
self-sufficient as demand has gone up because of 
midday meals and Integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS) centres. 

Hon’ble Minister requested the private poultry farms 
to invest more in the capacity building of their units 
so that the demand-supply gap can be bridged. The 
government has also established a Parent Breeding 
Farm for broiler chickens in Jalpaiguri.

In the context of the livestock sector, the Hon’ble 
Minister said that West Bengal is self-reliant in meat 
production as it is 135 per cent of the demand and 
thus the State exports the surplus meat. West Bengal 
exported meat to Qatar during the Football World 
Cup. West Bengal is the second-highest producer of 
meat after Uttar Pradesh with an 11.9% growth rate. 
He further added that milk production is growing by 
8.65% in West Bengal. 

To encourage livestock, he said that West Bengal has 
introduced two measures, namely a reduction in cost 
of land registration and an incentive in electricity 
charges. Also, the Department has introduced a 
broiler integration project under the operational 
control of the Broiler Integration Programme (BIP). 
He also proposed that the private players in the state 

should come forward with investment in the sector 
because this sector has huge potential.

Shri Biplab Roy Chowdhury, Hon'ble Minister of 
State (IC) of Fisheries, Aquaculture, Aquatic 
Resources & Fishing Harbour, Government of West 
Bengal in his address informed that the Department 
of Fisheries, Aquaculture, Aquatic Resources & 
Fishing Harbour has recently trained 40,000 youth 
in fisheries. He informed that the Department has 
already set up a laboratory at Junput in East 
Midnapore for research and breeding in fisheries. 
The Department is working in collaboration with 
Arizona University for activities of the advanced 
laboratory in Junput. 

The laboratory is well-equipped to test and assess 
whether the soil and water are suitable for fish 
cultivation. However, the Department needs some 
new instruments for conducting health tests on fish 
and he hopes that the facility will start the operations 
within the next 2-3 months. The Department has also 
started a training centre at Junput where people in 
groups of 50 are being trained in scientific fish 
cultivation and breeding of fishes.

However, he expressed the concern that in the 
fisheries sector, there is little adoption of new 
technology. Any individual who is associating with 
this business should learn scientific techniques and 
both private and public bodies should ensure 
continuous training for them to produce quality 
products.   

In this context of challenges in fisheries, the Hon’ble 
Minister suggested that fishing should be done 
scientifically and the Department is providing 
continuous training to the fishermen. The Fisheries 
Department has decided to train fish farmers of East 
Kolkata Wetlands (EKW) in scientific farming of 
shrimp and other species. EKW has 245 shallow fish 
ponds that produce 2.4 lakh quintals of fish daily. 
The Fisheries Department has identified 12,749 
water bodies in the state for scientific fish farming 
and has started training local youth in 21 districts. 

However, Hon’ble Minister added that the major 
challenges include nonscientific farming of fish such 
as overharvesting, overfeeding, and use of 
antibiotics which are not viable in the long run.  

While urging youth to enter the fisheries business, 
he said that though fisheries is not a glamorous 
business, it provides a good livelihood. He requested 
the private players especially the SMEs to produce 
equipment and quality floating fish feed that is 
beneficial for fish farming.   

Shri Madan Mohan Maity, General Secretary, West 
Bengal Poultry Federation said that the poultry 
industry has generated employment of 30 lakh and 
the goal is to increase this to 50 lakh. Still, the overall 
investment in the poultry industry of the state is 
about Rs 6500 crore.

Shri Mir Mamrej Ali, Managing Director, K.N.C. 
Agro Limited in his address expressed his concern 
that in India there is a shortage of raw material and 
China is directly importing raw materials from 
Ecuador and enjoying tax free export to the United 
States of America and the United Kingdom while 
India has to pay more than 6% tax to export to the 
same countries.
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MCCI Animal Husbandry & 
Fisheries Conclave was 
organised to bring prominent 
policymakers & industry 
captains together to facilitate 
meaningful discussions & 
deliberations on the 
development of the Livestock 
and Fisheries sectors of West 
Bengal by focusing on 
innovation for improved 
nutrition and income of farmers 
for sustainable as well as 
inclusive growth.

The Conclave deliberated on 
the following key areas:
• Effective management of 

land & human resources

• Encouraging use of scientific 
methods for producing eggs 
and meat  

• Support towards establishing 
Parent Breeding Farm

• Sufficient medication system 
for the livestock sector

• Encouraging MSMEs to 
produce modern equipment 
for the sectors

• Establishing training centres 
for the youth 

• Setting up advanced 
laboratories for innovation to 
benefit these sectors 

• Mandatory soil and water 
testing  

• Creation of awareness of 
existing schemes & policies 
related to the livestock and 
fisheries sector

ABOUT MCCI
MCCI is a 122 years old non-government, not-for-profit, 
industry-led and industry-managed organization, with 700 
direct members and 15,000 indirect members covering a 
wide cross-section of small, medium & large industries, 
trade and services besides, 10 Associations of Industry & 
Trade are also affiliated to MCCI.

MCCI addresses various aspects of the industry, trade and 
service sectors, their issues & Challenges and through 
several learning and best practices forums, guide them to 
the future. MCCI also helps members to explore 
international business opportunities through its 
international connect initiatives.

MCCI has been working on the development of an 
indigenous vibrant industrial base in the country, especially 
in Eastern India. The indomitable spirit and quest to build an 
institution to safeguard the interests of the indigenous 
business community led to the birth of Vaishya Sabha and 
with the changing times, now it stands as MCCI. MCCI has 
evolved to reinvent itself to address the challenges in this 
era of new normal.

MCCI works as a bridge between businesses and the policy 
makers to create a conducive economic environment for the 
industry to prosper and flourish while benefitting all the 
stakeholders in the economy. The Executive Committee, 
which has 30 Councils reporting to it, is the principal 
facilitating structure of the Chamber.

We are one of the leading Chambers of Eastern India 
relentlessly working for the betterment of MSMEs through 
several initiatives. MSME Helpdesk, IP facilitation, 
connecting with Banking and Financial institutions, 
technology for MSMEs, besides taking up members' issues 
at the appropriate level. Several Business meets are 
organized for the benefit of the members.
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