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of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

(R) Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI
presenting a memento to Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB

(R) Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI presenting a memento to Md. Ghulam Rabbani,
Hon'ble Minister of Environment, Government of West Bengal

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

(L to R) Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI, 
Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics Federation, Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, 

WBPCB, Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon'ble Minister of Environment, Government of West 
Bengal, Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI, Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB, Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, ER, Indian Chemical Council and Avishek 

Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, WBPCB

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.

Key Take Aways:
The central idea of the MCCI Conclave on Plastics & Chemicals was prioritising environmental 
sustainability and growth opportunities for the Plastics and Chemicals sectors in West Bengal. The 
experts explained how businesses can expand their presence in the Plastics and Chemicals sectors 
without harming the environment.

The Conclave deliberated on the following key issues:
 MCCI has taken a pledge to plant 5,000 trees over the next few months.
 Sustainable initiatives of the public sector, private sector & civil society can contribute to the 

overall well-being of mankind.
 Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) metrics help to determine the sustainability and 

ethics of an organisation.
 Plastics & Chemicals play a pivotal role in the Indian business landscape.
 In India, including West Bengal, both the Plastics & Chemicals sectors generate adequate 

employment opportunities.
 West Bengal offers a conducive business environment for the Plastics and Chemicals sectors with 

adequate infrastructure and skilled labour.
 The only way to achieve sustainability in these sectors is to reuse the waste as a resource.
 Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) pallet which is produced from Plastics waste is used for producing 

plastic chairs, tables, toys, etc.
 The government of West Bengal has decided to produce RDF in landfill sites.
 WBPCB is procuring a machine capable of converting mixed domestic waste, including plastic 

waste, into RDF which can be used to produce electricity by power plants.
 WBPCB has planned to set up RDF plants in four places including Kolkata and Bidhannagar.
 West Bengal has the least pollution among states in India.
 Government of West Bengal encourages the use of jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags.
 The Department of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless ‘chulhas’ around the State.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.



of Environment has also set up 4,000 smokeless 
‘chulhas’ around the State.

Md. Rabbani informed that West Bengal has the 
sixth largest economy in India. The size of the 
West Bengal economy, measured in terms of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current 
prices has expanded by nearly four times, from 
Rs. 4,60,959 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 17,00,939 
crores in 2023-24. 

The State provides huge opportunities for 
industries, especially in Plastics and Chemicals. 
Also, the State offers a conducive business 
environment with adequate infrastructure and 
skilled labour. West Bengal has consistently 
focused on sound economic planning and 
financial discipline and it has steadily moved on 
a path of growth.

Kolkata is the safest city in India. Under the 
leadership of Ms Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, businesses will become the 
backbone of the State and the Government is 
here to serve them. Md. Rabbani said that 
‘Bengal means Business’ and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has a vision for the State. At the same 
time, we should preserve the environment for 

future generations.

Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, WBPCB said that 
this is the era of plastics. Plastics are 
water-resistant & lightweight and plastics can 
be converted into different shapes. However, he 
expressed his concern that 85% of tap water in 
Europe and Australia contains microplastics. As 
per the report, every year in Europe, people 
consume 2.5 grams of microplastics through 
water and air.

Dr. Rudra mentioned that the Government of 
India has already announced that 131 cities face 
air pollution (i.e., Non-Attainment Cities where 
air is unfit for breathing) and 300 rivers are 
polluted in India. Plastic waste remains in the 
soil for 1,000 years.

Mr. Namit Bajoria, President, MCCI said that 
India’s Plastics and Chemicals sectors have 
been instrumental in shaping the country’s 
economic landscape. With a combined GDP 
contribution of over 4.5%, these industries have 
created employment opportunities, driven 
exports, and fuelled economic growth, besides 
riving innovation and development.

There is no denying the fact that sustainability 
and growth are intricately linked. As we strive for 
economic progress, we must also acknowledge 
the pressing need for eco-friendly practices, 
resource efficiency, and waste management. 
Industries have a significant impact on the 
environment and it is our responsibility to 
mitigate any adverse effects.

Mr. Bajoria requested all members of MCCI, 
the Indian Plastics Federation and the Indian 
Chemical Council to take the initiative in 
planting 5,000 trees over the next few months.

Mr. Abhishek Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, 
Council on Plastics & Chemicals, MCCI said that 
the Plastics Industry has a long history of being 

a dominant contributor to the Indian economy, 
providing more than 4 million people with 
employment and covering more than 30,000 
companies in operation. The market size of 
plastics is close to Rs. 3.6 lakh crore and it can 
grow to Rs. 5.7 lakh crore by 2030, with both 
demand and consumption growing at two times 
the GDP growth rate. On the other hand, 
Chemicals contribute 7% of India’s GDP with an 
industry size of Rs. 25 lakh crores.

Mr. Agarwal pointed out that complying with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), reducing 
Scope 1, Scope 2 & Scope 3 emissions, and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 is the 
direction towards which the industry is headed. 
West Bengal, the sweetest spot on the map of 
India has been a dominant player in both the 
Plastics & Chemicals industries over the past 
many decades.

Md. Ghulam Rabbani, Hon’ble Minister of 
Environment, Government of West Bengal 
stated that as per a report, West Bengal has the 
least pollution among states in India. The State 
is already focusing on biodegradable and 
recyclable plastics. Industries in West Bengal 
should ensure regulatory compliance and adopt 
green technology in production. To achieve the 
sustainable goal, we need collaboration 
between Government, Industry and Civil Society. 

West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) 
has developed the most intensive air quality 
monitoring network in the country. Air quality is 
regularly monitored at 83 locations. Department 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, IPS, Member Secretary, 
WBPCB said that the longevity of plastic waste 
is 1,000 years. Plastics are not bad. The 
irresponsible use of plastics has made it a 
menace. More than 1.27 million tons of plastics 
enter the ocean every year. Species are 
contaminated with plastics. By 2050, there will 
be more plastics than fish by weight. 

The Polymers industry plays a pivotal role in the 
economy. To ensure the sustainability of the 
environment, WBPCB is procuring a machine 
capable of converting mixed domestic waste, 
including plastic waste, into Refuse Derived 

West Bengal generates more than three lakh 
tons of plastic waste per year, however, one lakh 
tons of plastic waste is now recycled. Kolkata 
generates 4,000 tons of waste each day 
including plastic waste, electronic waste, 
medical waste, etc.

The current mode of use of plastics is not 
sustainable and we are exploiting our natural 
capital stock of air, water, and soil. Plastics are 
entering our food chain. Plastic waste should be 
used as a resource and only then it can be 
sustainable. The Chairman of WBPCB said that 
the State has 107 landfill sites like Dhapa and 
in some of these sites, the work to produce 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) has already started. 
RDF is produced from plastic waste and RDF 
pallets are used for producing, plastic chairs, 
tables, toys, etc. CSIR-CMERI in Durgapur is 
successfully implementing a project to 
generate RDF from plastic waste.

Fuel (RDF) which can be used to produce 
electricity by power plants. Member Secretary 
said that WBPCB has planned to set up RDF 
plants in four places including Kolkata and 
Bidhannagar. If the RDF project is successful, it 
will further spread. The respective urban local 
bodies will oversee the operation of these 
plants.

Dr. Kumar further mentioned that WBPCB has 
encouraged the use of biodegradable plastics. 
The WBPCB also promotes jute bags and it has 
set up vending machines for cotton bags in 
several markets. He requested the audience to 
use jute and cotton bags instead of plastic bags. 
Dr. Kumar suggested attaching a minor price tag 
to plastic milk bags that are returned after use. 
Recycling will take place if a price tag is 
attached to plastic items such as empty 
shampoo bottles.  

He further informed that SEBI has mandated the 
top 1,000 companies to submit ESG compliance 
reports. ESG compliance helps to build trust 
with stakeholders and contributes to a more 
sustainable and ethical business landscape.

Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, Chairman, Eastern 
Region, Indian Chemical Council said that ICC is 
an apex body representing all chemical 
companies including pharma. ICC works for 
responsible core initiatives. It is the focal point of 
contact for the Ministry.

Mr. Duttagupta said that it is the responsibility of 
industry to work for greater sustainability and 
environmental causes. The industry needs to 
ensure compliance.

Mr. Lalit Agrawal, President, Indian Plastics 
Federation said that India produced 22 million 
tons of polymers in 2021. Indian plastics industry 

provided 5% of worldwide consumption and the polymer industry 
contributed about Rs. 3.5 lakh crore to India’s GDP

While speaking of West Bengal, he mentioned that in West 
Bengal, 5,500 polymer-producing units are providing 10% of 
India’s plastics needs. The polymer sector contributes Rs. 35,000 
crores to the State’s GDP and more than six lakh people are 
working in this sector.

Mr. Agrawal said that the per-capita consumption of plastics is 15 
kg per year in India whereas the per-capita consumption of 
plastics is 6 kg per year in West Bengal. Globally, per capita 
consumption of plastics stands at 28 kg per year.

Mr. Avishek Himatsingka, Co-Chairman, Council on Plastics & 
Chemicals, MCCI offered a hearty Vote of Thanks. He said that the 

Conclave brought prominent Policy Makers & Industry Captains 
together to facilitate meaningful discussions & deliberations on 

sustainable and environment-friendly opportunities for Plastics & Chemical Sectors in West Bengal.
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